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wrote suavely to Maty, "whether the child be true or
false. Maybe 'tis our brother. . . . Where one believes
it, a thousand do not. For my part unless they do give
a very plain demonstration ... I shall ever be of the
number of unbelievers." When the Privy Council waited
on her to present depositions affirming the reality of
the birth, Anne took refuge in the pious observation that
the King's word was far more to her than any deposi-
tion. William, who had incautiously authorized a thanks-
giving service when the news was received, made haste
to align himself and his consort with the highly con-
venient and popular conviction. It was vital to the nation
to establish the doctrine that the child was an impostor.
Sincerely attached to the principle of legitimacy, confronted
with the appearance of a Papist heir, the English Protestants
had no other means of escape from the intolerable admission.
With the characteristic instinct and ingenuity of the English
people for reconciling facts, law, and propriety with public
interests and their own desires, they enshrined the legend of
the warming-pan as a fundamental article of political faith.
It was not dispensed with until after some eventful years, and
when the question had ceased to have any practical importance.
Churchill now, as the days of action drew near, renewed
his pledge given fifteen months before, and wrote to William:
August 4, 1688
Mr Sydney will let you know how I intend to behave myself:
I think it is what I owe to God and my country. My honour I
take leave to put into your royal highness's hands, in which I
think it safe. If you think there is anything else that I ought
to do, you have but to command me, and I shall pay an entire
obedience to it, being resolved to die in that religion that it has
pleased God to give you both the will and power to protect,1
Such a letter written by a serving officer, at a time when
conspiracy was rife and invasion imminent, was a deadly
guarantee. Its capture or betrayal would justly involve the
1 The original letter has recently been acquired by Professor Trevelyan, and his
courtesy has allowed its reproduction here in facsimile.
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